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ANNUAL REPORT ON CLOSING THE GAP 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.10 pm]: Today, I rise to table WA’s first 
Annual Report on Closing the Gap. This report follows the release, last year, of the WA government’s first 
implementation plan on Closing the Gap. The annual report draws on data provided by the Productivity Commission 
and tracks WA’s progress against the priority reforms and socio-economic targets in the National Agreement on 
Closing the Gap. WA’s annual report has been developed in consultation and collaboration with many government 
agencies, and with important input and feedback from the Aboriginal Advisory Council of WA and the Aboriginal 
Health Council of WA. Annual reporting of Closing the Gap outcomes is an important mechanism for all Australian 
governments to track and report their progress under the national agreement. 
This report highlights key initiatives that the WA government has pursued in the last 12 months to work towards 
closing the gap, and demonstrates our commitment to enhancing the lives of Aboriginal people and embedding the 
Aboriginal empowerment strategy within our operations and ways of working. The WA government is doing this 
by building sustainable and effective partnerships between government, the Aboriginal community–controlled 
sector, native title holders and other key community-based partners. The annual report includes important examples 
of how the WA government is bringing together government agencies and partners from the community–controlled 
sector to improve the design and commissioning of services in critical areas such as health, family violence prevention 
and child protection. This includes a significant effort to invest in establishing a new peak body for Aboriginal 
community–controlled organisations delivering social services in Western Australia. 

Although there has been some progress, there is much left to achieve. The report highlights the significant investment 
the WA government is making across agencies and in community sector organisations to ensure that closing the 
gap and realising the full potential and empowerment of Aboriginal people is everyone’s business every day. The 
WA government will release its updated implementation plan on Closing the Gap in 2023, which will set out the 
new actions that will take Western Australia forward in meeting these commitments to Closing the Gap. 

I now table WA’s first Annual Report on Closing the Gap. 

[See paper 1586.] 
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